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.2The Friends of Mountain View Cemetery is a not-for-profit 501(c)3 organization.
Your donation is tax-deductible.

I don’t want to get to the end of my life and find that I lived
just the length of it. I want to have lived the width of it as well.

–Diane Ackerman

At Mountain View Cemetery, we welcome thousands
of visitors each year. Some come to remember loved ones;

some come to appreciate a Bay Area landmark designed by

renowned landscape architect Frederick Law Olmsted; some

come to enjoy the peace, tranquility, inspiring landscaping, 

and sweeping views of the Bay Area; and some come to visit 

the graves of community and industry leaders and learn more 

about the wealth of history that lies among our beautiful hills.

Whatever connects you to this remarkable place, we invite 

you to learn more. 

Our goals for this newsletter are to help you discover the 

cemetery’s natural beauty and historical significance, invite 

you to attend our special events throughout the year, give you

behind-the-scenes details about current and future projects, 

and create a way for you to become involved in our ongoing

preservation and restoration efforts.
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3rd Annual 
Pumpkin Festival!
Join in the fun on Saturday, October 25

This fall, Mountain View Cemetery will be hosting
its 3rd Annual Pumpkin Festival on Saturday,
October 25, from noon to 3 p.m.

The event will follow the local Piedmont Avenue Merchants Association’s annual
Halloween parade, which is part of a daylong celebration that includes trick-or-treating
at participating stores on the avenue.

To join in the fun at Mountain View, head down to the end of Piedmont Avenue after
the parade and proceed into the cemetery to the pumpkin patch meadow. Children can
choose a free pumpkin and enjoy three “jumpers,” a hay-bale tunnel, a clown balloon
artist, face painting, refreshments, and a treat bag. (Parents must accompany their chil-
dren to this event.)

Make plans to stop by for a great afternoon of Halloween fun! 

Sound & Place:A Soundscape Composition 
for Mountain View Cemetery
A free concert on Saturday, November 1

Oakland composer Hugh Livingston will present the first in a series of musical per-
formances exploring the intersections of human music making and the sounds of
nature on Saturday, November 1, from 2 to 5 p.m. 

Instrumentalists and vocalists will be distributed across the cemetery site, each part 
of an engaging, computer-controlled soundscape centered around an old-growth tree.
Musicians and instruments include a Northern Plains Indian singer, a Japanese
shakuhachi, a Chinese guqin, and an oboe. The music, uncaged from the concert hall,
will float across the hillsides. Check www.livingstonsound.com for up-to-date site
maps and performer lists with suggested listening vantage points.

This free concert, funded by the City of Oakland, the American Composers Forum,
and the Telluride Institute, is presented by Livingston Sound and the Friends of
Mountain View Cemetery. 

3rd Annual Holiday Circle of Lights
December 1 through New Year’s Day. Every day from 5 to 9 p.m.

The holidays are a time to gather with family and friends
and celebrate traditions. This year, be sure to join a
Mountain View Cemetery tradition—our festive 3rd 
Annual Holiday Circle of Lights.

Located near our beautifully landscaped front entrance, a giant Nutcracker soldier
awaits your arrival. Then, enter our magical story land of lights and delight in our
whimsical display of characters, including Santa’s enchanting train of toys, Santa’s 
reindeer sled, and our playful penguins.  Hundreds of tiny bright lights outlining 
our buildings and trees provide the perfect backdrop for this magical exhibition.

Enjoying the Holiday Circle of Lights is free. Just stop by anytime between 5 and 
9 p.m., December 1 through New Year’s Day. 

Golden Lotus Mountain
Inspirational Views, Excellent Feng Shui
Nestled in the foothills overlooking the
Bay from Fremont to San Francisco, the
new Golden Lotus Mountain garden of
family estates is inspiring, comforting,
and designed for excellent feng shui.
Features include warmly textured Napa cobblestone, a French limestone lotus
pool gathering and reflection pond, and pink flowering cherry trees. Upright
monuments in this development are encouraged, and pre-opening buyers enjoy
favorable discount terms. Construction on the project began last fall and is sched-
uled for completion by fall of 2009. 

Flowering Pear Garden (Drawing shown on the cover page)

Commemorate a Life with a Flowering Pear Tree
We’re pleased to announce that our beautiful new Flowering Pear Garden is
now under construction. Designed as an outdoor garden centered around a
stepped terrace of flowering pear trees, the Flowering Pear Garden will be 
a lovely memorial. 

To honor the Bay Area’s appreciation for trees and nature, as well as families
who want to celebrate a life by planting a tree, we have created a series of ele-
vated French limestone terraces. Each will include a row of cremation burial
sites memorialized by both a flowering pear tree and an upright family stone
memorial. An outdoor columbaria of community niches will embrace and
look upon the trees. 

For information, please see the model in our lobby and visit with one of our
sales consultants. 

Free Cemetery Tour Every Second Saturday  
Want to learn more about the legendary leaders of industry, government, 
education, and art at Mountain View Cemetery? Join one of our free, docent-led,
Mountain View Cemetery overview tours. They begin at 10 a.m. on the second
Saturday of every month. 

Free Special Topic Tours Every Fourth Saturday
Great news for history buffs and people who enjoy visiting Mountain View
Cemetery! Mountain View has expanded its popular docent-led tour program.
Now every fourth Saturday of the month, we’ll be featuring a free tour that
focuses in on more specialized topics (except in May, due to our special
Memorial Day Civil War plot tour). Join our enthusiastic and knowledgeable
docent tour leaders for a closer look at the fascinating people of Mountain View
Cemetery, as well as other intriguing aspects of the cemetery. 

Each of our tours lasts approximately three hours. No RSVP is necessary; simply meet in
front of the administrative office and wear comfortable walking shoes. For more information
about our docent-led tours, or to arrange a special group tour (including wheelchair-accessible tours),
contact the cemetery office at 510.658.2588.

UPCOMING EVENTS SPECIAL  EVENTS WHAT’S  NEW

Saturday, 10/25/08 The Civil War
10 a.m. A docent tour led by Dennis Evanosky

Saturday, 10/25/08 3rd Annual Pumpkin Festival
Noon to 3 p.m. Celebrate Halloween at our fun-filled pumpkin patch meadow, with free pumpkins, 

activities, and treats for the kids! Visit www.mountainviewcemetery.org for more details.

November Fall foliage display

Saturday, 11/1/08 Sound & Place: A soundscape composition for
2 to 5 p.m. Mountain View Cemetery

Saturday, 11/8/08 Exploring Mountain View Cemetery
10 a.m. A docent tour led by Stafford Buckley

Saturday, 11/22/08 Noted, Notable, and Notorious
10 a.m. A docent tour led by Carolyn Kemp and Ron Bachman

December 3rd Annual Holiday Circle of Lights
Visit our website at www.mountainviewcemetery.org for details.

Saturday, 12/13/08 Exploring Mountain View Cemetery
10 a.m. A docent tour led by Gaye Lenahan and Stafford Buckley

Saturday, 12/27/08 Mountain View Cemetery from the Beginning
10 a.m. A docent tour led by Stafford Buckley and Gaye Lenahan

Saturday, 1/10/09 Exploring Mountain View Cemetery
10 a.m. A docent tour led by Sandra Rauch

Saturday, 1/24/09 East Bay Pioneers at Mountain View
10 a.m. A docent tour led by Dennis Evanosky

Saturday, 2/14/09 Exploring Mountain View Cemetery
10 a.m. A docent tour led by Chris Pattillo

Saturday, 2/28/09 Black History Month Tour
10 a.m. A docent tour led by Gaye Lenahan

Saturday, 3/14/09 Exploring Mountain View Cemetery
10 a.m. A docent tour led by Mike Foster

Friday, 3/27/09, 4th Annual Tower Chapel Tulip Exhibition 
through Walk amidst spectacular floral arrangements created by Bay Area 
Sunday, 3/29/09 florists, garden clubs, and local college floral design classes.
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. It’s free! For details, visit www.mountainviewcemetery.org.

Saturday, 3/28/09 Restless Women at Rest at Last
10 a.m. A docent tour led by Sylvia Lange

Saturday, 3/28/09, Ching Ming Festival 
and Visit the cemetery in observance of Ching Ming this weekend and enjoy 
Sunday, 3/29/09 complimentary refreshments. For details, visit www.mountainviewcemetery.org.

April Tulip Extravaganza 
Visit the cemetery for a magnificent showing of thousands of Dutch tulips in bloom!

Saturday, 4/4/09 Ching Ming/Remembrance of Ancestors Day

Saturday, 4/11/09 Exploring Mountain View Cemetery
10 a.m. A docent tour led by Joyce Temby

Sunday, 4/12/09 Easter

Saturday, 4/25/09 The Trees at Mountain View
10 a.m. A docent tour led by Chris Pattillo

Saturday, 5/9/09 Exploring Mountain View Cemetery
10 a.m. A docent tour led by Aldus Brucelas

Sunday, 5/10/09 Mother’s Day

Monday, 5/25/09 88th Annual Memorial Day commemoration program
10 a.m. Presentation of colors, salute to the fallen, and guest speakers.

Monday, 5/25/09 Memorial Day Civil War plot tour led by Dennis Evanosky
11:30 a.m. Dennis, who has also led tours at the Pardee Home and Oakland’s Preservation Park, 

gives a general tour with special emphasis on the Civil War and the role California 
and Californians played in the conflict.

Visitors may leave gravesite decorations seven days before and after New Year’s Day, Ching Ming, Easter, Mother’s 
Day, and Father’s Day—and from seven days before Christmas through January 10. Flags may be placed seven days
before and after Memorial Day, Independence Day, and Veterans’ Day.

Visit www.mountainviewcemetery.org for
details about our free docent-led tours

NEW!



NOTABLE  PERSON

In 1912, the fraternity broke ground at 600 16th Street in Oakland for their
headquarters building. That handsome five-story structure, now reincarnated 
as an office building, still stands. If you are in the neighborhood, look for the 
legend “Pacific Building W.O.W.” over the imposing entrance. 

*Albert C. Stevens, The Cyclopaedia of Fraternities, 2nd ed., rev. (New York 1907).

References:
America Online, May 31, 2003.
Markers XIII, Annual Journal of the Association for Gravestone Studies, Richard E. Meyer, ed., pgs.
44–73.
Susanne S. Ridlen, Tree-stump Tombstones.
Arthur J. Barret, Jr., A Brief Condensed History of Woodmen of the World 1890–1990.

HISTORICAL  SPOTLIGHT

Charles Crocker (1822–1888)
One of the “Big Four” Builders of the 
Central Pacific Railroad
By Barbara Smith, Mountain View Cemetery Docent

Born in Troy, New York, in 1822, Charles Crocker moved
with his family to an Indiana farm when he was 14 after 
a reversal in his father’s financial fortunes. The boy’s work
on the farm and as an ironmaker left little time for for-
mal schooling, but he showed his head for business at 
an early age when he established his own forge. 

In 1850 “Charley” joined a horse-and-wagon overland party for California with
his two younger brothers, Henry and Clark, and six other men, four of whom
were to work on contract for him in the mines. They left South Bend, Indiana,
in March and arrived in Placerville on August 7. Two years of hard work in the
mines was enough to convince Charley that a better way to make money was to
sell goods to the miners rather than do the mining, and he settled in
Sacramento where he opened a highly successful dry goods store. 

Spurred by mounting interest in the develop-
ment of a transcontinental railroad, Crocker
joined with three other Sacramento merchants
in 1861—Collis P. Huntington, Mark
Hopkins, and Leland Stanford—to form
“The Big Four” to incorporate the Central
Pacific Railroad. That same year, they financed
a well-received scientific survey based on the
decade-long planning of engineer Theodore
Judah, and in 1862 President Lincoln signed
into law the Pacific Railway Act enabling the
development of the first transcontinental rail-
road in North America. 

The Big Four swung into action, won the con-
tract to build the western portion of the railroad,
and broke ground in 1863. The Central Pacific
received loans from the government for construc-
tion costs to be repaid with interest, but more
importantly, they were given free federal land on
each side of the tracks—theirs to sell. 

Crocker, in charge of construction, solved the problem of an insufficient labor
supply by importing Chinese to do the most demanding jobs, particularly the
hard work of blasting and digging through the Sierra Nevada. By driving his
men hard, he managed to complete the job by 1869, seven years ahead of
schedule, when the Central Pacific met the Union Pacific’s rails being laid from
the east, at Promontory Point, Utah. 

Initially a successful Sacramento 
dry goods merchant, Crocker went on 
to become a founder of the Central
Pacific Railroad, Southern Pacific
Railroad and Crocker Bank.

A free map showing plots, listing points of interest, and identifying graves of notable
persons is available at the cemetery office or online at www.mountainviewcemetery.org.

Charles Crocker is interred in a mausoleum on
Millionaires’ Row in Plot 35, designed by New
York architect Arthur Page Brown, who later
designed the San Francisco Ferry Building.

Woodmen of the World
By Gaye Lenahan, Mountain View Cemetery Docent

Distinctive gravestones shaped like tree trunks can be seen
throughout Mountain View Cemetery. Each one marks the
burial place of a Woodman of the World (WOW). The
stones vary in size, shape, height, material, and detail, but
all display symbols of the WOW fraternal order. They
date primarily to the late 1890s and early 1900s.

In 1883, Joseph Cullen Root initiated a fraternal group
known as the Modern Woodmen of America. He then
joined with Fred A. Falkenberg in 1890 to found the
Woodmen of the World. The aim of this nonpolitical,
nonsectarian society was to protect the homes and loved ones of its member-
ship through insurance benefits and to promote fraternal and social exchange
between members. This society joined the dozens of fraternal groups, e.g.,
Masons, Elks, Odd Fellows, and so on, then thriving in the US. “In 1897, 
forty percent of the male population of the country, twenty-one years of
age and older, belonged to a fraternal organization.”*

One of WOW’s aims was to guarantee that no
Woodman would rest in an unmarked grave. To that
end, burial and gravestone expenses could be included
with the member benefits. Many of the markers carried
the legend, “Here lies a Woodman of the World.”
The symbols most frequently depicted on the tree
trunks are woodworking tools—axe, wedge and 
beetle (mallet)—signifying industry, power, and
progress. Generally the words “Dum Tacet Clamat,”
meaning “Though silent he speaks,” accompany 
the symbols.

The WOW markers were carved from marble, granite,
limestone, sandstone, and even cast in white bronze
(zinc). The markers resemble each other but there are
a myriad of individual details to be seen by the inter-
ested observer. Many are quite simple, others full of

decorative touches. Almost all have a surface resembling bark and many carry
carved ferns, flowers, leaves, and vines to enhance the rustic motif. These mark-
ers can be found in almost all American cemeteries of the period.

One of WOW’s aims was to
guarantee that no Woodman
would rest in an unmarked grave.

Almost all of the WOW grave-
stones have a surface resembling
bark—and many carry carved
ferns, flowers, leaves, and vines.

Distinctive Woodmen of the World gravestones, shaped like tree trunks and dating primarily to the late
1890s and early 1900s, can be seen throughout Mountain View Cemetery. If you’d like to view some
of the gravestones, visit Plots 1, 14, and 45 (stop by the cemetery office for a map).

Take a Closer Look at Mountain View Cemetery
Interesting in reading more about Mountain View Cemetery? Pick up a copy 
of Mountain View Cemetery docent Dennis Evanosky’s recently published book:
Mountain View Cemetery. The 128-page book, available for $24.95, features Mountain
View’s landscape, architecture, and personalities. Learn about the cemetery’s birth
at Oakland’s telegraph office, and meet famed landscape architect and Mountain
View Cemetery designer Frederick Law Olmsted.

Stroll book-in-hand though Mountain View’s Victorian-era landscape. Walk along
Millionaires’ Row and throughout the cemetery and meet the men and women who
shaped our past. Learn about Mountain View’s architecture, and get to know the
signs and symbols that speak to us.

The book includes a never-before-seen close-up view of Mountain View Cemetery
from a breathtaking 1893 panorama taken from “Inspiration Point”above the
cemetery. The book also has a special section that features Mountain View’s 
surprising relationship to the Civil War.

Maps throughout the book and in a special appendix will help direct you to 
pertinent markers, monuments, and mausoleums so you can visit your favorite
Mountain View denizens firsthand.

Books are available at the Mountain View Cemetery office. Call 510.658.2588 to
reserve your copy today.

>>>>>>

Continued on the next panel

Your donations are vital to maintaining and improving the Mountain View Cemetery grounds.

To make your tax-deductible contribution, please complete and return the donation form printed

at the end of this newsletter. If you have a favorite project, you can earmark your donation to be used

for it. All of us at Mountain View, including our families and visitors, thank you for your support.




